. CHIBE MARLAKE: Ci 53,00 'i ‘
e & HOHG MO8 HHD 5300 i
[l u TAIWAH: TWD 1700
N _ IRCORESIA; ICR2,20.00 {
. e SG JAPAH: JFY 80000
/ ’ % WOREA: KEW 55000
MUALATEA: MR 2500
k THAILAKD: TIiD 20000

May 2006 . Esrgn Interior, LifeStyle, Art & Travel

DUrey:
LAGOON SPA

e .__,-_"“ "'ﬁ e

[



1070 SEMEBEGTLEES. TREEL
hEERSAEMREHTTE, EWRERH,
BE ATD FMWithigsE. . R, =SHEzhE
ERE SHHMENEESRE EHEH
HER, BF. . B5REMEE BEE
EEE.E&EW&MME.§EM§MQW$
e, EEHLLE, TR0 T R
EHEHIEEE. BEET4RAS, Dk
TEEFOELEEELMEREE, (Ean
M8 E i i e, I IE AR e e,
BRAT IR T AR T A E TS, EY e, m
MG E RS R R E, BT
WA EY FEREEE, B RS TAN
BT EHERFONE BT RsrEhh,

Norman YU, w

| LifeStyle

FRED IS A GLOBAL WINE CONSULTANT BASED IN NEW YORK. HE ASSISTS
SOME OF THE TOP HOTEL AND RESTAURANT CHAINS IM THE LS. AND ASIA
PACIFIC RDEVELOPING THEIR WINE BY THE GLASS PROGRAMS, LEADIMG EDL-
CATIOMAL TRIFS TO WINE PRODUCING COUNTRIES AND HOSTING VIF INDUS
TRY DINMERS AT MEW YORK AND ACROSS ASIA,

Fred Tibbitts, [r.

SHJDHD/ oesr/
PHOTOGRAPHER

SU DOMNG SPECIALISES OMN FASHION PHOTOS, HIS
ART HISTORY CAMN BE TRACKED BACK MANY YEARS
WITH DIFFERENT, WORLD FAMOUS MEDIA AMD
MODELS.

ane Ram

LOMG-TIME HOMNG KOMNG RESIDEMNT, JAME RAM
TRAVELS MEAR AND FAR IMN SEARCH OF THE
UMUSUAL. HER WORK 1S FUBLISHED IN MAMNY RE-
GIOMAL AND INTERMNATICOMNAL FUBLICATIONS.




11 all began as “Whot i with my friend,

Dan Holfman, the wine buyer for Marriott
International on the ProChile “El Busso™ wine
and food educational trip o Chile last January.

What i I put together an elitc team of Na-
tional Account exceutives, planned a wine ex-
cursion cxtreondinaire o Vinexpo Bordeaux
2005 in June and recruied o group of guality,
French wine and spinils producees willing 10 help
[ the expenses: which would Bave 1o include
Visils 1o some of the fop vineyards and lunches
and dinners and emenainment todic for.,. would
that be cool or what?!? Definitely conl.

Dan told me he liked the idea and. given
his availahility, he would be my first victim,
guarmnteed. Yes! This could work! My mind
ruced ahead., rying o cataloguoe all the influ-
ential French wine guys I eould remember and
those [ had forgotten. | knew it could be donc,
I just hiad 10 assemble & superb collection of
key chain hotel and restaurant execulives and
the support would follow and the gates of Teri-
cho would come a tumbling down, Hopefully.

As soon as [ returned to the States, |
started dialing for dollars, Before 1 knew it, |
had the team:

Dran Hedfiman, Dircetor, Equipment & Bev-
crage Specifications, Marriott International;
Dehbie Allison, Direetor, Bevernge wnd Food
Procurement, Darden Restaurants; Roberio
Dewco, Executive Chel, Cipriani USA;
TFermundea Salwear, Corporate Director, Food &
Beverage Operations, Omni Hotels; Jean-Mare
Jalhen, Corporate Dircetor of Food & Bever-
age-Morth America, ACCOR. We needed to
document the trek for the worldwide press, so
naturally, I tapped our FTA Presidem & CEQ,
Blichue] Charlton 1o be the official Bon Vivint
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wnd Photographer Exceptional; which he most
definitely was by unanimons sgrecment, Jolly
gonncl and full-speed ahead!

In o blink, or o0t seemed, i0owas 17 Jone
and we were all on Air Fronee o Bordeaus.
A then the pany, T mean work, begamn: O 1o
Chitteau Leoville Poyierre in 51, Julien with &
tour of Deuxitme Cro £ second growth, fol-
Towed by dinner at Chitean Le Crock in 5L
Estephe (Cru Bowrgensis), hosted by Guillaume
Cuvelier, Managing Director, Spirits Manjue
One. Work, work, works

The next morning we hid breakfast ai the
Mercure Bordeaux Adrport, our haven in Bor-
deanx from all the lavish remiment. [t was
our daaly lull before the storm. We would take
the Vincxpo bus to the site.

We ] strolled about the Vinespo halls for
thee rest of the moeming, being cenain 1 be on
e Tor lunch al the elegant Club des Margues,
the tent of Baron Philippe de Rothschild: hosted
by Olivier Lebret, President, Baron Philippe
D¢ Rothschild USA and [ think the grandson
of the old boy, who seemed every bil as debo-
nair as we guessed must be the cose. Every-
ome was very nice and there was nohing 1o
Cenlt, except that it had o end.

The President of Vinexpo, Robert Beynat
] Jesn-Marie Chardennier nest weleomed our
group o Vinexpo at the Commissanat Crincral,
They spoke, we listened; we spoke and they
listened. We pledged o be Ambassadors of

Bordeaux and for their part they promised (o
revitalize the French wine business. They belier,

HT 1o Cognac, hosted by Hennessy with
e cane and only Cyrille Ganties-Auriol for
tonr of Quais Hy and Fondateur cellurs for a

wery interesting Lsting of you know whist, They

then forced us Lo be reated ke Rovalty al
Chiitean Bagnolet, the former home of the
Henmessy family. Il never look at & bottle of
Hennessy quite the same ever again, Memnnes,
memenes, What else have we in the end?

Breakfast again at Mercure, The morn-
ing is cexploring Vincxpo: so many
possibilities, so linle tme. 1S time for lunch
on Monday, so 11's off e Margawx: Chilteau
Lasconmibes, Chiteau Duhart Milon Rothschild
and then, the angel. Chitean Lafite Rothschild
in all its splendor, The cellar is a cathedml o
wine making and the untold, perfect barrels
are the celestial choir on high.

We beat 11 back 1o the hotel for a quick
mutke-over, o siower, a massage conly Kidding,
not b the Mercure) and DIAGE has a car de-
Tuxe wl our door for the trip 1o Chitesn Magnal.
Biz party. Lots of everything good. Cool. Ray
Chadwick, President & CED (also my boss ina
prioe life) wants me top sewt him nest o te wo
Mational Accounts who have the polential of
buying the most wine: Tdo it without resecvation,
Yo never stop serving your past bosses ifthey
wien-up and say it nicely: You wani to remind
them how loyal von can be, Big night, Glad
ihey have the bodget,

1175 Tuesday morning. Get the Yinexpo
baes anel we're on the way, A very busy mom-
ing meeting and greeting and Jeoking for bus-
Mess opperiunilies.

Back to Club des Marques and one of the
mioal elaborate stands, Concha Y Toro, They
give pond lunch and somehody allocated some
of their library stock for us American stods,

Befome we know i, we'ne ofl o anolber
lepend, Chillean Lynch Bapes, We stay for
twior hours: we have a preat time seeing the
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facility and learming the histery, Very special.

1% ol 10 ke mean event for the evening al
Chiitenu Oemies des Per. Jean-Michel Ciges is
the wltimate, convivial Bost, The evening passes
without ineident, but Ciges is the etemal shiw-
i asd e s engincercd plenty of surprises
delight his guests. Everybody is cnpoving being
a player ul another Cuees spectacular, Bordeaus
swatt Tl e b the same without him,

The morming comes quickly, Did §hear
samebody ask when we were going o be
forced to tour Margaux again? Yeah, that's
rght. on the road to Margaux onee mone.
Somebody s got e do i, We visio the lovely
Chiteau Labegorce-Margaux, 1 seems more
like s elegam resort than a winery, hon ol
conrse the Baron is real, as s s impecceble
wardrobe and evervbody walks with o CD of
the experence and having tasted their best.

Atrip 1o Vinexpo would not be complewe
without @ jouwmey over 1o 51, Emillion, which
restores one’s conlidence that o1 least some
of the small, raditions] Gamily wineries of
France are alive and well. 100 0 magnilicent,
rural setting that contrasts with the mega de-
velopment of Bordeaus, We visil, taste and
dine several courses of home-cooked, coun-
try Toaschs, complete with rich sauces and los
o tasty carbs ot Chiteau Dassault (Like the
French amerall manulaciurer).

The evening is Vinexpo Club Cars o
Brasserie des Quincones in Bordeaux, hosted
by The Bordesus Wine Couneil. The foeod is
very French Brasserie, the twenty-one year
old. blonde, savcy French wailress in pig 1ails

lisis the undivided attention of all the guys in

purr e aned then s off for an evening of

pure entertainment @ the historie Grand

WINE PRODHBCIRG COU
ARD ACROSS ASIA.
FRED TIBRTTS. JE. 15 THE EXCLUSIVE COLUMIST POR LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE 1M FINE
WINE SECTION A5 WELL AS F&B CELEBRITIES WORLDWIDE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT WINE TOPICS FROM LIFESTYLE MAGAZIME,
KIMNDLY PLEASE COMNTACT,
EDMORBLIFESTYLECHIMNA. COM SN

Théatre de Bordeaus, Tollowsed in the upper
[nbbe b cncsther Tavish wine tsting, We'ne
arngging, bt the Bospitslity Tas been first e
all the wary. Jewn-Mare Jalbert Teaves his com-
ent im the taxi downtown or “Kiss it goodbye”
as they <ay. Time for bed.

Thursilay armives amd knowing this dream
trip 1o wine tasting heaven 1= over Tor most of
ws on Saturday, we Tocus on making 1he mest
of it For the lest twa days, Everyone intensi-
lex their search of the crovaded exhibit halls
for new products, new wine and spirits sup-
pliers and tasting, wsting, 1asting. MAGED
hosis lunch a1 their nearby (B & G) Chiteau
Magnal,

W rennrn to the hotel for a gquick freshen-
up hetore Remy-Cointrean whisks us way
on a ninety minute journey e the neeth of
Bordeaus, which lands us ot Bondeaux Castle,
anelezantly restored medieval castbe-pow lav-
ish country inn Dominique Jouson, Intema-
tioinal Bbramd Amibissadar and Vincem CGiere,
Director Produin & Head Cellurmasier of
Hemy Murtin hosted us 10a fabulous evening
of culimary delight with a different Cognag
with every course, This, of course, was fiol-
lowed by a proper Coznae tasting. 1 think.
When we awoke on the minibus abauw one
o clock am we were reumiled with our reluge
Fromm all that was wonderful, We slept well,

Chur last iy in Paradise witsaculiurl oar
af Chiteoux Fichon Longueville and Chiteau
" Arsse. The an collections were magnilicent,
Amnl then thene wirs the arni of their wines, This
wars Follovwed by a killer lunch prepared by the
resident ehel an Chitean d° Arsac, We beatinback
for e Mercune 10 freshei-up for o Dl isssalt

on Cognoe, counesy of kaobrand,

FRED IS A CLOBAL WINE COMNSULTANT BASED IMN MEW YORK. HE ASSISTS SOME OF
THE TOP HOTEL AND RESTALURANT CHAINS IN THE U.5. AND ASIA PACIFIC DEVEL-
OPING THEIR WINE BY THE GLASS PROGRAMS, LEADING EDUCATIONAL TRIPS TO
NTRIES AND HOSTIMG VIR INDUSTRY DINNERS AT NEW YORK

And then we were at Cognac Delamain,
I owas like a gradiite course in the history of
Cognac, why Delamain if you prefer their
stylie o the big houses (a very airactive alter-
mative 1o say the least) and o wonderfully
simple dinner (a1 [as1) a1 2 nearby sanciuary
bed & breaklast, Yes, we drank Cognac
Diclamuin, It was o very mce way o conclude
o famtasy trap 1o France,

The real meaning of the trip was seven
souls becoming one for & week on owhat
anmounted b Tood ond beverage fantasy that
could only be arranged by FTA and its client
hase ar a deity Far mone powerlul than monal
mizn. Bordeaus did whan Bordeaus does best;
[tepened its heart and soul o te Geithul witk
warm hospitality, Hellyweod-like sets with
castles, private haronial residences, elaborate
sapdens and ponds and an endless parmle of
French haute cuisine from radilional, heavy
dishes where the food casily ou-weighed the
oversized serving plamers, bowls and saucers
tor the nouvean cuising the likes of Guy Si-
vy with sparing pontions characterized by
mtense favors and perfect reductions that
were beller than really sood dnugs (somy flash-
ing back w the summer of 1967 for that one:
If vou were liberated then, it was one neally
coal trip imdecd),

Looking hack and reading the account
v just docamented, it slmose seems like the
kil eaf” wleammate working holiday of which one
would deearm i i0 wis his last week to live
this time arowmd. And | kind of think we all
thought this cach in ourown wary, b privately
of cowrse.  For i was an advemtune of o
liferime. Anyway vou slice it A big thanks

Lo all whi mumle 1 possible, Mamasic,

Ijl-'eSt}fIcl 115




