





If you have seen the Hollywood hit
“Sideways”, you know that California Pinot
Noir Heaven is Santa Barbara County (Just
outside of LA) and a vineyard made famous
thereby, “Sanford”. (Everything is exactly
the same...except that Richard Sanford, the
owner, has changed the name of the vine-
yard to “Alma Rosa Winery and Vineyards”
starting a smaller winery, totally separate
from Sanford Winery.) Chris, the Tasting
Room Manager with the cowboy hat in the
movie, is very real and he is always happy
to meet and greet visitors from China to
Alma Rosa who want to learn more about
their most famous of wines, their Pinot Noir.
He also signs autographs and poses for
pictures with tourists, so feel free to ask him.

But while many of the wineries of
Santa Barbara County produce some of the
best Pinot Noir anywhere, the County is far
more than a single varietal wine story: The
County's Santa Ynez appellations - Santa
Ynez Valley and Happy Canyon - are a trea-
sure of Rhone varieties (Syrah, Viognier,
Marsanne, Roussanne, Grenache &
Mourvedre) with Happy Canyon's excel-
lence in Bordeaux varieties (Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot,
Sauvignon Blanc, Malbec.) Santa Barbara
County's Santa Rita Hills and Santa Maria
Valley produce Pinot Noir and Chardonnay
that rival anything grown anywhere in the
world. And there is so much more, from
Riesling and Pinot Grigio, to Tempranillo
and Sangiovese. And talk about famous
California wineries all in one special place
(Outside of Napa and Sonoma), Santa Bar-
bara County delivers on every level. The
Santa Barbara Vintners' Association has
over 110 winery members.

How about Foxen Vineyards, Fess
Parker Winery & Vineyard, Qupe, Cambria,
Zaca Mesa Vineyard & Winery, Firestone
Vineyards, Aima Rosa Winery & Vineyards,
Byron, Sanford Winery & Vineyards, Sea
Smoke and Koehler Winery to name but a
few of the better-recognized names? Let's
take a look at each of these Santa Barbara
County stars and the wine varietals for
which they are best known:

Foxen Vineyards
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Chenin Blanc,
Syrah, Rose of Mourvedre
Cabernet Franc & Sangiovese
Fess Parker Winery & Vineyard

Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Syrah, Riesling
& Viognier
Qupe
Syrah, Marsanne, Viognier, Roussanne,
Grenache & Chardonnay
Cambria
Pinot Noir, Syrah, Chardonnay, Viognier
Zaca Mesa Vineyard & Winery
Syrah, Viognier, Z Cuvee, Roussanne,
23, Chardonnay
Firestone Vineyards
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah,
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc
Riesling & Gewurztraminer
Alma Rosa Winery & Vineyards
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Pinot Gris &
Pinot Blanc
Byron
Chardonnay & Pinot Noir
Sanford Winery & Vineyards
Pinot Noir & Chardonnay
Sea Smoke
Pinot Noir & Chardonnay
Koehler Winery
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Grenache,
Sangiovese, Sauvignon Blanc
Viognier & Riesling
In summary Santa Barbara County is
an amazing place: It's a Disneyland for
wine-loving adults. Of course it has plenty
of incredible restaurants serving fresh,

homemade foods that go perfectly with the
area's wines; Inns, comfortable lodges and
name brand hotels; plus a wide variety of
public recreation activities, such as Farm-
ers Markets, Arts & Crafts Shows, Art
Workshops, Auctions, Sunset Reserve
Wine Tastings, a Riverbench Triathlon, Sun-
day with the Vintner, Hike Tours, Winery &
Vineyard Walks and Auctions. For lots more
information on tours & tastings, hotels,
restaurants, special events and just about
anything and everything you can imagine
to make your visit to Santa Barbara County
one you will never forget, go to the Santa
Barbara Vintners' Association website at
www.sbcountywines.com/wineries/
wineries.html.

So if you're planning a Southern Cali-
fornia holiday, you enjoy tasting wine and
just relaxing as you like, Santa Barbara
County is a must on your sun & fun itinerary.
If you are a wine lover, the best times of
year to visit is during their Vintners' Festi-
val held every April and their Celebration of
Harvest each October, but have no worries,
because Southern California is home of the
“Endless Summer”, so whenever you
choose to visit, it will be the time of your
life. So what are you waiting for?
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