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Wine China

T orldh of Wihe has Arrived
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There was a time when Ehinese-produced wines in stores and on restaurant wine lists
were dominated By the?ge volume China labels; sui as "Great Wall' and “Dragh
Seal"; not to mention th ‘traditional, very cheap mixe® wine beverages made fro
exotic combinations of grapes, rice, sorghum, millet; Chi‘se gooseberries, osmanthus,
cherries, longran, apples and even tangerines; all so very popular among the Hutongs
and back streets from the h to the mega cities. But today The World of Wine
has Arrived in China. And ona' China will be the top wine consuming nation in the
world. Mark my words, just as there is the world—famous®*Wine Australia” national wine
__show, there will be a "Wine China" national wine show and the world will flock in"herds
IO its doors to explore the world of wine in China.

It haﬂn and continues to be a gradual process of more and'more Chinese learning

to appreciate imported premium wines from around the woflé and for foréign. and
Greater China investment to upgrade existing wineries and8@egin the process of
producing award—-winning wines, such as with Domaine Hel ountain and Grace
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Vineyard. While the majority of Chinese continue to prefer their
rice and other mixed wine beverages, the upwardly mobile
Chinese are clearly choosing to pay more for the privilege of
enjoying premium wines from China and around the world.

Greater China and the Mainland in particular will be the world's
leader in just about every category over time, so it's really not
that hard to accept that China will be the World's leading wine
consuming market over time. If you look at the top rare wine
auctions around the world, more often than not the buyers are
Chinese and many of the auctions themselves are moving
to Hong Kong: Next stop, Macau and Shanghai. And as the
Chinese with money to spare become more brand conscious,
watch for the super and ultra premium wine market in Greater
China to soar, both imported and Chinese produced wines.
Watch for Chinese-produced "lcon Wines" to earn the respect
of the global wine press and a growing legion of Master
Sommeliers and Masters of Wine springing—up across the
Mainland and Greater China. Aspiring wine aficionados from
19 to 99 will follow the advice and wisdom of their Chinese wine
gods, rather than those from the west. And the top vineyard
owners and winemakers from the most prestigious houses
known to man from every continent will compete for bookings at
the more successful wine—oriented restaurants, clubs and hotels
in Greater China. The center of the World of Wine will move
east and rest on the Mainland. Yes, Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan (once reunited with the Motherland) will grow their wine
societies, legions of wine sommeliers and collectors, no doubt,
but the future center of the World of Wine will be the Mainland.
You know what they say if every adult in China chose to drink
just one glass of imported wine a day---well, just wait, China will
amaze the disbelievers and reward the believers.

The color of the top wines the world has to offer is red, just as the
color of China's national flag and the heart of the people. And if
you are a romantic, never forget that "Roses are Red, Violets are
Blue, but Red is the Color of My True Love's Wine"---..sayeth Red
Fred.

And | am Red Fred, over & out.
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