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The Annual FTA Spring Dinners with very Special Friends 
Kick-off in New York & Singapore

(L-R) Barry Lewin, SVP, Hotel Operations, Hilton 
Worldwide and Fred Tibbitts, Jr.

(L-R) Linda Long, The Waldorf=Astoria; Fred Tibbitts, 
Jr.; and Eric Long, GM, The Waldorf=Astoria

(L-R) Arno Schmidt, President, Arno Schmidt Enterprise 
and Fred Tibbitts, Jr.

Peter Rogers, EVP, Officer, MICROS Systems, Inc. 
speaks on being named recipient of the 2011 FTA 
Hospitality Award for IT Innovation

Brian Abel, VP Food & Beverage, North America, 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts speaks on being named 
recipient of the 2011 FTA Hospitality Award for 
Excellence as an Operator – North America

(L-R) Stephanie Back, Sous Chef and Arturo Paz, Exec. 
Chef, Phillips Seafood Restaurants

(L-R) Sam Grabush, GM and Gus Montesantos, F&B 
Director, Doubletree Suite by Hilton – Times Square

(L-R) Arturo Paz, Exec. Chef, Phi l l ips Seafood 
Restaurants; Andrea Strassburger, VP, Strassburger 
Meats; Jacques Thiebeutt, Exec. Chef, Union League 
Club; Suzanne Strassburger, President, Strassburger 
Meats

(L-R) Brian Abel, VP – Food & Beverage; North 
America, Starwood Hotels & Resorts; Fred Tibbitts, Jr.; 
and Julia Tolstunova, Specialist – North America Food 
& Beverage, Starwood Hotels & Resorts

Eric Long, GM, The Waldorf=Astoria speaks on being 
named recipient of the 2011 FTA Hospitality Award for 
Lifetime Excellence

(L-R) Pam Inman, EVP & COO, American Hotel & 
Lodging Association; Eric Long, GM, The Waldorf 
=Astoria; Barry Lewin, SVP, Hotel Operations, Hilton 
Worldwide; and Fred Tibbitts, Jr.

Dick Cattani, CEO, Premier Hospitality Group, Compass 
Group proposes his dinner toast  

The successful 15th Annual FTA Spring 
Dinner at NYC and 8th Annual FTA Spring 
Dinner at Singapore brought together 
hospitality seniors from all sectors in 
what Fred Tibbitts, Jr., President & CEO, 
Fred Tibbitts & Associates described as 
"...communions of hospitality, souls for 
higher purposes".  At both dinners Tibbitts 
announced the recipients of the 2011 
FTA Hospitality Awards for Hospitality 
Excellence. Presentation of the awards to 

the recipients and the scholarships in 
their names will take place on October 
11 at the Hyatt Regency Hong Kong, 
Sha Tin and on November 15 at the 
Union League Club of New York. This 
year's awardees are as follows:
·Excellence as an Operator: North 
America-Brian Abel, Vice President, 
Food & Beverage, North America, 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts
·Excellence as an Operator- Asia 

Pacific: Andreas Stalder, Senior Vice 
President, Product & Brand Development, 
Hyatt International – Asia Pacific
·Lifetime Excellence: Eric Long, General 
Manager, The Waldorf =Astoria
·Excellence as a Humanitarian: Robert 
Thurman, President, Tibet House US & 
Jey Tsong Khapa Professor of Indo-
Tibetan Studies, Columbia University
·Excellence as an IT Innovator: MICROS 
Systems, Inc.



Thomas Schwall,  Hotel Manager, The St. Regis 
Singapore accepts the recognition on behalf of Brian 
Abel, VP Food & Beverage, North America, Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts, Recipient of the 2011 FTA Hospitality 
Award for Excellence as an Operator-North America

(L-R) Martin Sinclair, GM, The Regent Singapore-A 
Four Seasons Hotel; Bruno Correa, Exec. Chef, Four 
Seasons Hotel Singapore; Jeff Rednour, Hotel Manager, 
The Regent Singapore-A Four Seasons Hotel; Antoine 
Chahwan, Regional VP & GM, Four Seasons Hotel 
Singapore; Giovanni Speciale, Exec. Chef, The Regent 
Singapore-A Four Seasons Hotel; Alex Porteous, Hotel 
Manager, Four Seasons Hotel Singapore; Kaul Anshul, 
F&B Director, The Regent Singapore-A Four Seasons 
Hotel; Michael Tan, F&B Director, Four Seasons Hotel 
Singapore

Alain Mahillon, GM, Hilton Singapore & Regional GM-
Singapore, Indonesia & Philippines, Hilton Worldwide 
accepts the recognition on behalf of Eric Long, GM, The 
Waldorf=Astoria, Recipient of the 2011 FTA Hospitality 
Award for Lifetime Excellence

The Diageo bartenders "strut their stuff" at the Diageo 
stand at the reception

(L-R) Ivan Lee, Area VP & GM, Pan Pacific Singapore 
and Mark Losi, GM, PARKROYAL On Beach Road 
Singapore

Richard Xu, Editor-in-Chief, New Western Cuisine 
Magazine accepts a donation on behalf of Madame 
Annie SC Wu, Founder, China Tibetan Children's Health 
& Education Fund from the dinner proceeds from Fred 
Tibbitts, Jr.

Colin Chia, Regional Brand Ambassador-Singapore, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Diageo makes a luxury cocktail at 
the Diageo stand at the reception

(L-R) Praba Menon, GM, Hotel Istana Kuala Lumpur 
City Centre; Lay-Cheng Lim, Business Development 
Manager, Kai Xin Enterprise (S) Pte Ltd (Ronnefeldt 
Tea); Richard Xu, Editor-in-Chief, New Western Cuisine 
Magazine; Stefan Piringer, President, Micros-Fidelio 
Asia Pacific

(L-R) Jimmy Lim, Wine Sales Manager, The Cellar Door 
Pte Ltd (Zamora Group); Antoine Chahwan, Regional VP 
& GM, Four Seasons Hotel Singapore; Martin Sinclair, 
GM, The Regent Singapore-A Four Seasons Hotel; 
Peter Mainguy, GM, The Ritz-Carlton Millenia Singapore

(L-R) Manuel Rodriguez, Grand Sommelier, The St. 
Regis Singapore; Jimmy Lim, Wine Sales Manager, 
The Cellar Door Pte Ltd (Zamora Group); Sarah Mayo, 
Managing Director, the Local Nose; Richard Xu, Editor-
in-Chief, New Western Cuisine Magazine

(L-R) Dante Alexander, VP Operations, Westmount 
Hospitality; Fred Tibbitts, Jr.; and Anthony Dias Blue, 
Editor-in-Chief, The Tasting Panel Magazine at NYC

Fred Tibbitts & Associates is the leading global 
wine, spirits and foodservice products and services 
consulting agency for National Account chain hotels 
and restaurants with offices at Bangkok and New 
York.The Parade of the Brigade at the close of the 2011 FTA 

Spring Dinner at Singapore at The St. Regis Singapore.

Banquet Kitchen Crew and Service Staff of The St. 
Regis Singapore assemble on stage with Hotel Manager 
Thomas Schwall and Food and Beverage officers to 
receive a well-deserved, standing ovation.

Fred Tibbitts, Jr., President & CEO, Fred Tibbitts & 
Associates, Inc. welcomes the guests to the 2011 FTA 
Spring Dinner at Singapore
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