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The Eighth Annual FTA Dinner  
at The Ritz-Carlton, Beijing

The Eighth Annual FTA Dinner "A 
Summer Evening in Beijing with Very 
Special Friends" in June was another 
memorable event participated by 
160 guests, including hotel CEOs, 
Presidents, VPs, GMs, Regional 
Directors, F&B Directors, Executive 
Chefs, industry VIP's, the press and 
valued sponsors namely: Pernod 

Ricard China, FIJI Water, Ronnefeldt Tea, Distilleria Bottega, 
Vina Valdivieso and Stoelzle glassware, Phillips Foods Asia, and 
Monini Gran Fruttato Extra Virgin Olive Oil from Italy.

The four-course gala dinner paired with beautiful wines brought 
Fred Tibbitts, President & CEO of Fred Tibbittss and Associates, 
to the podium welcoming and gently reminding the guests that 
"Service as the Highest Calling". The primary purposes of the 
FTA dinners are to recognize hospitality excellence, provide 
scholarships and make charitable contributions to benefit those 
less fortunate. Such spirit was exemplified when John Northen, 
Area VP-South East Asia, Marriott International and others at the 
recent FTA Spring Dinner at Kuala Lumpur rose to the occasion 
and pledged a total of $2,500.00 USD for the China Children 
Health & Education Fund, founded by Madame Annie SC Wu. 
Richard Xu, Editor-in-Chief of New Western Cuisine Magazine, 
brought the cash donation from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing for 
presentation on stage. Another $650.00 USD from the dinner 
proceeds was presented to UNICEF China, accepted on its 

behalf by William Bikales, Chief, Social Policy and Reform for 
Children. After a round of 2011 FTA Service Excellence Awards, 
the dinner ended with GM, David Wilson and Exec. Asst. 
Manager Raghu Menon of the Ritz Carlton Beijing summoning 
its kitchen and service brigade to a long standing ovation for the 
best FTA Dinner served in 20 years. 

(L-R) David Wilson, GM, Ritz-Carlton, Beijing 
with Robert Fabiano, GM, JW Marriott Beijing

Charlie Dang, GM, The Westin Beijing Financial 
Street & Area Managing Director, Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts accepts the recognition on 
behalf of Brian Abel,  F&B VP, North America, 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts as Recipient of the 
2011 FTA Hospitality Award for Excellence 
as an Operator-North America. In his name, 
$5,000.00 USD is will be donated to the School 
of Hotel Administration at Cornell University at 
the 2011 FTA NYC Fall Awards Dinner at The 
Vanderbilt Suites in The MetLife Building on 
Tuesday 15 November

47 members of The Ritz-Carlton, Beijing Kitchen and Service Brigade were led by the hotel GM 
David C. Wilson (center front) flanked by Andreas Krampl, Exec. Chef; Raghu Menon, Exec Asst 
Manager – Food & Beverage; and Tikky Zhang, Director of Banquet.

(L-R) Jerry Oldfield, Novotel Xinqiao Beijing 
with Lily Loontiens, Renaissance Beijing 
Capital Hotel

(L-R) From Hilton Beijing Capital Airport: 
Hamish Watts, Director of Operations, Jessie 
Watts; Christoph Weidemann, F&B Manager; 
and Muay Weidemann. 

Niymaphuntsok, Concert Pianist, Central 
Conservatory of Music Bei j ing and Niki 
Sh ish ido,  Exec.  Di rector ,  Wor ld Trade 
Professional Education Institute Ltd. accepting 
donation for China Tibet Children Health & 
Education Fund from GP Yeow, Area Director 
of Operations-North East Asia, Marriott 
International, Inc. and Richard Xu,Editor-in-
Chief, New Western Cuisine. Fred Tibbitts, Jr. 
looks on. 

Fred Tibbitts, Jr., President & CEO, Fred 
Tibbi t ts  & Associates,  Inc.  presents a 
contribution from a portion of the dinner 
proceeds to Bill Bikales, Chief, Social Policy 
and Reform for Children, UNICEF China.

(L-R) Fred Tibbitts, Jr. at 
the podium welcoming the 
guests to The Eighth Annual 
FTA Summer Dinner at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Beijing

Ronald Kang, GM, Park Hyatt Beijing 
accepts the recognition on behalf 
of Andreas Stalder, SVP, Product & 
Development, Hyatt International-Asia 
Pacific as Recipient of the 2011 FTA 
Hospitality Award for Excellence as an 
Operator-Asia Pacific.   In his name, 
$5,000.00 USD will be donated to the 
School of Hotel & Tourism Management 
of the Chinese University of Hong Kong 
at the 2011 FTA Fall Awards Dinner at 
Hong Kong at the Hyatt Regency Hong 
Kong, Sha Tin on Tuesday 11 October

(L-R) Cho Chong Gee, Designer & Owner, 
Café Sambal Group/Design Concept Ltd. with 
Ton Nagel, Hilton Beijing.

(L-R) Joseph Zitnik, GM, Crowne Plaza Beijing 
Chaoyang U-Town and Karen Zhu; Richard 
Xu, Editor-in-Chief, New Western Cuisine; 
and Herbert Carran, Vice GM (Beij ing), 
Aussino World Wine. 

(L-R) Rene Schmitt, President, Tangram 
Hotels and Qi Yan; Annie Vouillamoz and John 
Vouillamoz, GM, Holiday Inn Beijing Focus 
Square.

Tina Gao, Sales Manager, 
Moet Hennessy Diageo China 
proposing her dinner toast.

Siqing Lu, noted concert 
violinist proposing his dinner 
toast

Nils-Arne Schroeder, GM, Hilton Beijing 
Wangfujing accepts the recognition on 
behalf of Eric Long, General Manager, 
The Waldorf=Astoria as recipient of the 
2011 FTA Hospitality Award for Lifetime 
Excellence. In his name, $5,000.00 USD 
will be donated the School of Hospitality 
Business at Michigan State University at 
the 2011 FTA NYC Fall Awards Dinner 
at The Vanderbilt Suites in The MetLife 
Building on Tuesday 15 November

Ja ime  F lo rCruz ,  Bu reau 
Chief-China, CNN proposing 
his dinner toast.


